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American History B Course Syllabus

Course Description
American History B, the second course of a two-semester series, examines American history from Reconstruction to present day. Major topics of study include westward expansion, industrialization, civil rights, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, the Great Depression the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. 

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

· describe the successes, failures, and struggles of Reconstruction

· describe the struggle for equal civil rights

· explain how westward expansion affected Native Americans and their relationship with the United States

· describe how America industrialized after Reconstruction and how it affected the nation

· describe various types of reform that took place during the Progressive Era

· identify the factors that led to U.S. involvement in imperialism

· list ways in which America became a "world power" in the late 19th and early 20th centuries

· list the causes of World War I and the reasons America became involved in the war

· describe the affect of World War I on life in America

· identify the major causes of the Great Depression and how the American government reacted

· describe how the Great Depression affected life in America

· list the causes of World War II and the reasons America became involved in the war

· describe the Cold War and the United States' involvement in it

· describe how the United States tried to stop the spread of communism after World War II
*NOTE: The suggested time frame for the completion of each unit is just an estimate. This syllabus is based on an 18-week semester. You may work on each unit at your own pace, but keep in mind that you must finish the entire course within the time specified by your school district.
Unit 1: Reconstructing the Nation (Week 1)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe the efforts to rebuild the South after the Civil War

· describe struggles that occurred between Congress and the presidents during Reconstruction

· describe struggles that occurred between Republicans and Democrats during Reconstruction

· describe problems involved in trying to assimilate freed African Americans into American society

· describe difficulties in bringing the South back into the Union
Modules:

1. Reconstructing the Nation: An Introduction

2. The Emancipation Proclamation

3. Abraham Lincoln and His Collected Works

4. Reconstruction Plans

5. Ulysses S. Grant

6. Reconstruction in the South

7. The Compromise of 1877

8. Frederick Douglass and the Thirteenth Amendment

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Reconstructing the Nation Essay
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Unit 1: Reconstructing the Nation Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 2: The New South (Week 2)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe issues that led to a segregated South
· describe the struggle for equal civil rights
Modules:

1. The New South: An Introduction

2. New Ways of Farming

3. Industry in the South

4. Jim Crow

5. Speaking out against Discrimination

6. Literature of the South

7. Birth of Blues

8. The Great Migration Begins

Assignments: 

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 2: The New South Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 3: The Old West (Week 3)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify reasons for westward expansion

· identify the roles played be soldiers, miners, ranchers, farmers, Native Americans, and African Americans in the settling of the West

· identify the causes of conflict between Native Americans and the United States government

· identify challenges faced by early settlers

· identify factors that created the cattle boom
Modules:

1. The Old West: An Introduction

2. Western Expansion

3. Western Conflict

4. Reservation Reform

5. Native American Removal video

6. Legends, Gunfighters, and Outlaws

7. African American Experience in the West

8. Buffalo Soldiers video

9. Frederick Jackson Turner’s “Frontier Thesis”

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 3: The Old West Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 4: America Industrializes (Week 4)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· explain how Garfield’s assassination led to the beginnings of the Civil Service Commission

· describe how abuses of the railroad industry let to government regulation

· describe changes in the economy that led to domination of trusts and large industries

· analyze social changes that resulted from industrialization

· explain successes and failures of early labor unions

· describe “new immigration”

· explain how discontent of farmers and labor workers led to the election of President Cleveland

Modules:

1. Invention and Innovation

2. Big Business and Its Giants

3. Workers’ Issues

4. American Industrial Revolution video

5. Immigration

6. Immigrants video

7. Political Machines

8. Politics in the Gilded Age

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 4: America Industrializes Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 5: Progressive Era Reforms (Week 5)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the efforts of Progressive reformers and church groups to aid workers and ease urban problems

· describe reforms in American education that took place during the progressive era

· list the issues that were addressed by muckrakers

· recall the reforms that made elections more democratic

· explain how reformers sought to reform city and state governments

· describe Theodore Roosevelt’s style of governance

· list ways in which Progressive leaders regulated industry

· describe the events that led to the creation of the Progressive Party

· explain how Woodrow Wilson was elected

· describe how Woodrow Wilson’s reforms affected workers and industry

· summarize the fight for women’s suffrage

Modules:

1. Progressive Era Reforms: An Introduction

2. Social Reform

3. Rise of Investigative Journalism

4. Political Reform

5. Labor Reform

6. Progressive Women

7. Reforms Affecting African Americans

8. Progressive Era Politics

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 5: Progressive Era Reforms Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 6: America Emerges as a World Power (Week 6)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the factors that led to imperialism

· describe how the United States acquired Hawaii

· describe how the United States entered trade with China

· explain Roosevelt’s role in the peace of the Russo-Japanese War

· list causes of the Spanish-American War

· describe how the United States acquired territory after the Spanish-American War

· describe American foreign policy in Latin America in the late 19th century and early 20th century

· describe the diplomatic process of building the Panama Canal

· describe events of the Mexican Revolution

· explain how the Mexican Revolution affected American population growth

Modules:

1. Expansion in the Pacific

2. Conflict with Spain

3. Birth of American Foreign Policy

4. Conflict in Mexico

5. American Becomes a World Power video

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	America Emerges as a World Power Essay
	Homework
	10 points

	Unit 6: America Emerges as a World Power Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


American History B Midterm Exam (Week 7)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course up to this point

· take a course exam based on material from the first nine units in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	American History B Midterm Midterm Exam
	Exam
	25 points


Unit 7: World War I (Week 8)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· list the causes of World War I

· identify how World War I was different from previous wars

· recognize what caused the United States to enter World War I

· describe the mobilization process of the United States in the war

· recognize how life in America changed during the war

· identify how World War I affected labor movements, African Americans, and women in America

· relate Wilson’s attempt to establish peace based on his Fourteen Points

· recall reasons why the U.S. did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles
Modules:

1. World War I: An Introduction

2. Causes of the War

3. Roots of the War video

4. The Great War Begins

5. Strategies and Weaponry

6. Role of the United States in World War I

7. American Joins the Ranks video

8. Ending the War

9. After the War

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	World War I Essay
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Unit 7: World War I Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 8: The Roaring Twenties (Week 9)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· list economic effects of demobilization

· describe causes of turbulence in 1919

· list the causes of the Red Scare

· explain the significance of the Sacco and Vanzetti case

· identify the causes of the rebirth of the Ku Klux Klan

· state reasons for the “Back to Africa” movement

· list restrictions placed on immigration

· explain effects of the economic boom on American society

· describe responses to the change in traditional cultural norms

· identify the supporters of prohibition movement

· list reasons for the failure of prohibition

· describe the conflicts in the Scopes Trial

· explain the influence of Henry Ford’s assembly line and Americanization program

· describe the themes expressed by artists and writers of the Harlem Renaissance
Modules:

1. The Roaring Twenties Begin video

2. Demobilization Crisis and Red Scare

3. The Road to Recovery video

4. Industry Booms

5. Prohibition

6. Religion

7. The Jazz Age video

8. The Jazz Age

9. Republican Presidents

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 8: The Roaring Twenties Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 9: The Great Depression (Week 10)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify why the stock market crashed in 1929

· list the major causes of the Great Depression

· recall how the Great Depression affected people’s lives

· describe the struggles that urban and rural people faced

· describe the conditions of the Dust Bowl

· identify how Hoover addressed the problems created by the depression

· describe how the New Deal addressed the problems created by the depression

· recall how the New Deal programs affected people’s lives

· describe the criticisms of the New Deal programs
Modules:

1. The Great Depression Begins video

2. Stock Market Crash

3. Effects of the Great Crash

4. Black Tuesday video

5. Welcome to Hooverville video

6. Conditions During the Great Depression (1929-1941)

7. The New Deal video

8. The Second New Deal video

9. Roosevelt and the New Deal

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	The Great Depression Essay
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Unit 9:The Great Depression Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 10: World War II (Week 11)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe how totalitarian regimes were created in Europe during the 1920s and 1930s

· identify how Adolph Hitler rose to power in Germany

· recall the military expansionist actions taken by Japan during the 1930s

· relate the tactics other countries took with Hitler’s early invasions

· describe Germany’s military strategy in World War II

· list events that led to the end of World War II in Europe.

· relate the conflicts that took place in the Pacific during World War II

· describe the impact of World War II on the United States

· recall the ways American minorities participated in World War II
Modules:

1. Rise of Totalitarian Governments

2. The Rise of Nationalism video

3. Road to War

4. Allied Powers

5. The War Continues
6. Neutrality and Defense

7. Lend-Lease Act video
8. U.S. Enters the War
9. Pearl Harbor video
10. Fighting in Europe Continues
11. The Home Front
12. War Comes to an End in Europe

13. Holocaust

14. Life in Concentration Camps video

15. War Continues in the Pacific

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	World War II Research Essay
	Paper/Essay
	15 points

	Unit 10: World War II Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 11: The Cold War (Week 12)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· list the actions taken by Western countries to rebuild Germany and Japan after World War II

· relate the outcome of the Nuremberg Trials

· identify the purpose of the United Nations

· recall the founding of an independent Jewish state

· list the causes of the Cold War

· describe how the United States tried to stop the spread of communism

· identify the roots of conflict in the Korean War

· describe efforts to stop communism in the United States

· describe how Senator McCarthy played upon public fears of communism
Modules:

1. Roots of the Cold War

2. Tensions Build Between U.S. and U.S.S.R.

3. Korean War

4. Climate of Fear

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 11: The Cold War Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 12: Kennedy and Johnson (Week 13)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe the influence of media in the election of 1960

· identify programs successfully implemented during Kennedy’s presidency

· list reasons for the failure of the Bay of Pigs invasion

· relate how the Cuban Missile Crisis almost led to nuclear war

· identify strategies Kennedy used to contain communism

· describe the events surrounding Kennedy’s assassination

· describe social legislation that Johnson passed

· identify the issues that the Great Society addressed
Modules:

1. Election of 1960

2. New Frontier

3. Kennedy’s Foreign Policy

4. Assassination of Kennedy

5. Johnson’s Presidency

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 12: Kennedy and Johnson Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 13: Civil Rights (Week 14)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· recall the key events, people, and groups associated with the Fight for Desegregation of the Public Schools

· describe Rosa Parks’ and Martin Luther King, Jr.’s contributions to the success of the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s

· explain how the struggles in the 1960s in Birmingham, Alabama, between segregationists and civil rights advocates ultimately furthered the cause of civil rights

· describe the African American political action that occurred in August 1963 and its success towards obtaining jobs and freedom

· identify the individuals and organizations associated with the student movement for civil rights and their actions and successes

· recall the successes towards civil rights and freedoms for African Americans that occurred during Kennedy’s and Johnson’s presidencies
Modules:

1. Desegregation in the Public Schools

2. School Segregation video

3. Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

4. Civil Disobedience video

5. African American Political Action

6. Student Movement for Civil Rights

7. Kennedy’s and Johnson’s Influences on Civil Rights

8. Assessing the Impact of the Civil Rights Movement video

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Civil Rights Essay
	Paper/Essay
	15 points

	Unit 13 Test – Civil Rights 
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 14: The Vietnam War (Week 15)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· list the causes of the Vietnam War

· explain how the U.S.’s objectives for Vietnam differed from that of Ho Chi Minh’s

· identify how the Vietnam War differed from previous wars

· recognize what caused the United States to enter the Vietnam War

· describe the mobilization process of the United States in the war

· state why the Vietnamese forces were so successful against the technological superiority of the United States

· recognize how America’s attitude about the war changed during the war

· state how the Tet Offensive affected American politics at home and in Vietnam

· describe the various presidential policies towards the war in Vietnam, and how they differed from each other

· explain the role that the American media played in Vietnam

· state how the antiwar movement in the U.S. affected the lives of U.S. troops in Vietnam

· identify the reasons why the U.S. pulled out of the war

· state who won the war in Vietnam
Modules:

1. A Background on Vietnam

2. U.S. Involvement in Vietnam

3. The Escalation of the War

4. U.S. Antiwar Movement

5. Antiwar Protest video

6. A Quagmire

7. Nixon and Vietnamization

8. Nixon is Elected to Win the War video

9. Vietnamization, Resolution 9, and the Death of Ho Chi Minh video

10. Aftermath of the War

11. Review: Vietnam Crossword

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 14: The Vietnam War Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 15: Post Vietnam to the Gulf War (Week 16)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· list the movers and shakers of American domestic and foreign policy in the latter half of the 20th century

· explain how the United States’ foreign policy changed with regards to the relationship with Communist countries during the latter half of the 20th century

· identify who the principle people were of the Civil Rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s

· recognize what the issues were behind the Civil Rights Act of 1965

· describe the background of the impeachment of President Nixon

· state why President Ford pardoned Nixon

· recognize the difficulties of the Presidency of Jimmy Carter

· describe the various presidential economic and foreign policies of Ronald Regan explain the role that America played in the Gulf War
Modules:

1. President Richard M. Nixon

2. President Nixon and International Affairs

3. Nixon’s Domestic Policies

4. Watergate and Resignation

5. The Secret Tapes and Nixon’s Resignation video

6. President Gerald R. Ford and Nixon’s Pardon

7. Review of President Nixon

8. President Ford’s Policies

9. President Jimmy Carter

10. President Carter’s Foreign Affairs

11. President Ronald Reagan

12. Reagan and Foreign Policy

13. President Reagan and Iran-Contra Affair

14. President George H. W. Bush and the Gulf War

15. President Bush’s Domestic Policies

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #3
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 15: Post Vietnam to the Gulf War Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


American History B Final Exam (Week 17)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course

· take a course exam based on material from each unit in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	American History B Final Exam
	Exam
	40 points


Disability Statement 
If you have a disability or condition that may affect your ability to succeed in this course, please contact your teacher. It’s important that you discuss the problem with him or her so accommodations may be made to give you every opportunity to perform well. Your teacher and virtual school program coordinators are committed to helping students with disabilities succeed, and every request will be treated with respect and confidentiality.   
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