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English III B Course Syllabus

Course Description
English III B, the second course of a two-semester series, surveys the major American short story writers and poets from the Realism Period to the present day. Students will also read and analyze a longer work from the Realism period, Mark Twain’s novel The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. The course focuses on a variety of writing skills, including narrative, expository, persuasive, and reflective essays. In addition, students will learn correct dictionary usage, how to design and present a speech, and how to fill out a Personal Data Sheet, a key component in filling out job applications.

Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

· describe the major American short story writers and poets from the Realism Period to the present day 

· read and analyze a longer work from the Realism period, Mark Twain’s novel Huckleberry Finn

· demonstrate analysis skills in poetry, short stories, and rhetoric

· demonstrate variety of writing skills, including narrative, expository, persuasive, and reflective essays

· demonstrate correct dictionary usage 

· design and present a speech

· fill out a Personal Data Sheet, a key component in filling out job applications.

*NOTE: The suggested time frame for the completion of each unit is just an estimate. This syllabus is based on an 18-week semester. You may work on each unit at your own pace, but keep in mind that you must finish the entire course within the time specified by your school district.
Unit 1: 5-Paragraph Essay Model (Week 1)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify elements of  the 5-Paragraph Essay Model

Modules: 

1. 5-Paragraph Essay Model 

2. Writing Process

3. Freewriting Video

4. Introductory Paragraph

5. Body Paragraphs

6. Concluding Paragraphs

7. Drafting Video

8. Types of 5-Paragraph Essays

Assignments:

	Unit 1 Test – 5-Paragraph Essay Model
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 2: Dictionary Usage (Weeks 2 through 3)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· look up the definitions for a set of words that are in the short stories and poems you will read in this course

· determine the origin, or etymology, of each word in the set

· write a coherent paragraph using all the words in the set

Modules: 

1. Dictionary - Definition

2. Dictionary - Etymology

Assignments: 

	Dictionary Usage Assignment 
	Homework
	10 points


Unit 3: Short Story Elements (Week 4)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe the history of the short story

· name the elements of a good short story

Modules: 

1. Short Story – History 

2. Short Story – Elements

3. Short Story – Characters

4. Short Story – Setting

5. Short Story – Plot

6. Short Story – Theme

7. Short Story – Elements Review

Assignments:

	Unit 3 Test – Short Story Elements
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 4: Mark Twain – Huckleberry Finn - Chapters 1-18 (Weeks 5 through 6)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· discuss Mark Twain, the author of Huckleberry Finn.

· name the two primary themes of the novel: how individualism is contrasted with the expectations and restrictions of society and to expose the folly of people in the South in the antebellum period (prior to the Civil War).

· analyze and discuss the novel, Huckleberry Finn
· write a persuasive essay

Modules: 

1. Program introduction Video

2. Author Profile: Mark Twain Video

3. Chapters 1-3

4. Chapters 4-6

5. Chapters 7-10

6. Chapters 11-14

7. Huck and Jim Escape By Raft Down the Mississippi River Video

8. Huck and Jim's Journey: A Friendship Blooms video

9. Chapters 15-16

10. Huck’s Apology to Jim Video

11. A Steamboat Hits the Raft Video

12. Chapters 17-18

13. Huck Takes Refuge with the Grangerfords video

14. Unit Review

Assignments:

	Huckleberry Finn (Chapters 1-18) Homework Questions
	Homework
	5 points

	Huckleberry Finn Persuasive Writing Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Unit 4 Test – Huckleberry Finn - Chapters 1-18 
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 5: Mark Twain – Huckleberry Finn - Chapters 19-31 (Week 7)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· discuss how Jim and Huck meet up with the two con men, the king and duke.

· discuss the king and duke take over the raft.

· discuss the king and duke attempt many schemes as the group travels down the river.

· discuss how the king and duke sell Jim into slavery, forcing Huck to do what is morally right.

· analyze and discuss chapters 19-31 of Huckleberry Finn
Modules: 

1. Chapters 19-20

2. The King and the Duke: Huck Is Joined By Two Con Men video

3. Chapters 21-23

4. Chapter 24

5. Chapters 25-26

6. Chapters 27-28

7.  Chapters 29-31

8. Unit Review

Assignments:

	Huckleberry Finn (Chapters 19-31) Homework Questions
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 5 Test – Huckleberry Finn - Chapters 19-31
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 6: Mark Twain – Huckleberry Finn - Chapters 32-43 (Week 8)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· discuss Tom Sawyer reappears to help with the "escape" of Jim

· discuss how Tom and Huck develop an elaborate plan to break Jim out, causing great chaos

· discuss how Tom, Huck, and Jim escape, but Tom gets wounded in the process.

· discuss how Jim gains his freedom from slavery

· discuss how Huck decides to leave for the west to avoid society

Modules: 

1. Chapters 32-33

2. The Appearance of Tom Sawyer video

3. Chapters 34-38

4. Chapters 39-40

5. Chapters 41-42

6. Reconstruction: Racial Relations in America After the Civil War video

7. The Popularity of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn video

8. Chapter 43

9. Unit Review

Assignments:

	Huckleberry Finn (Chapters 32-43) Homework Questions
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 6 Test – Huckleberry Finn - Chapters 32-43
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 7: Short Story - Analysis (Week 9)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe the history of the Realism Period in American Literature

· read and analyze three short stories, using the elements of a good short story

· write an analysis essay

Modules: 

1. Short Story – Realism Period

2. How to Read a Short Story

3. Mark Twain

4. Famous Authors: Mark Twain: 1835-1910 Video

5. "The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County"

6. Eudora Welty

7. “A Worn Path”

8. Flannery O’Connor

9. “A Good Man is Hard to Find”

10. Unit Review

Assignments:

	Short Story - Analysis Writing Assignment
	Homework
	10 points

	Unit 7 Test – Short Story - Analysis
	Exam
	10 points


English III B Midterm Exam (Week 10)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course up to this point

· take a course exam based on material from the first seven units in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	English III B Midterm Exam
	Exam
	18 points


Unit 8: Elements of Poetry (Week 11)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· understand and appreciate poetry

· understand the elements of poetry

· recognize strategies for reading poetry

· understand the connection between form and content in poetry

Modules: 

1. Elements of Poetry - Overview 

2. Elements of Poetry – Form

3. Elements of Poetry - Sound

4. Elements of Poetry – Imagery

5. Elements of Poetry – Figurative Language

Assignments:

	Elements of Poetry Exam #1
	Exam
	10 points

	Elements of Poetry Exam #2
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 9: Free Verse Poetry (Week 12)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· understand the definition of free verse poetry

· demonstrate an understanding of free verse poetry

· write a narrative essay

Modules: 

1. Amy Lowell

2. “Interlude”

3. Robert Frost

4. “Mending Wall”

5. “The Road Not Taken”

6. William Carlos Williams

7. “The Red Wheelbarrow”

8.  Ezra Pound

9. “In a Station of the Metro” 

Assignments:

	Narrative Essay Assignment 
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Unit 9 Test – Free Verse Poetry
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 10: Rhetorical Devices in Speeches (Week 13)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· define rhetoric

· name the three main rhetorical terms: Context, Audience, and Design

· describe the three types of persuasive arguments: Pathos, Logos, and Ethos

· use the 5-step speech analysis process

· discuss the life of Martin Luther King

· read and analyze Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" speech

·  write an expository essay

Modules: 

1. Rhetoric - Definition

2. Rhetoric – Terms

3. Rhetoric - Persuasion

4. Speech Analysis – Overview

5. Speech Analysis – Topic 

6. Speech Analysis – “The What”

7. Speech Analysis – “The How”

8. Speech Analysis – Allusions

9. Speech Analysis – Delivery

10. Martin Luther King

11. Civil Rights Movement

12. “I Have a Dream”

Assignments:

	Expository Essay - Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Unit 10 Test – Rhetorical Devices in Speeches
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 11: Speech Making (Week 14)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· name the elements of speech making

· reduce your anxiety over public speaking

· select a topic from a list of general topics

· conduct research on your topic

· create an outline for a speech

· prepare a speech for presentation to your teacher

· present a speech to your teacher

Modules: 

1. Speech Making - Overview

2. Select and Narrow Topic

3. Audience Analysis

4. Research Topic

5. Speech Outline

6. Speech Draft

7. Visual Aids

8. Practice Delivery

9. Deliver Speech

Assignments:

	Select and Narrow Topic Assignment 
	Homework
	10 points

	Research Topic Assignment
	Homework
	10 points

	Speech Outline Assignment
	Homework
	10 points

	Speech Draft Assignment
	Homework
	10 points

	Deliver Speech
	Homework
	15 points


Unit 12: Job Applications (Week 15)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe the importance of filling out a job application

· complete a Personal Data Sheet 

Modules: 

1. Job Applications - Overview

2. Job Applications – Personal Data Sheet

Assignments:

	Job Applications Assignment
	Homework
	10 points


Unit 13: The Harlem Renaissance (Week 16)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· describe the Harlem Renaissance and its key components

· describe the intent of the Harlem Renaissance

· describe the life of Langston Hughes, a leader in the Harlem Renaissance movement

· read and analyze three of Langston Hughes’ poems

Modules: 

1. Harlem Renaissance - Overview

2. Langston Hughes

3. “The Negro Speaks of Rivers”
4. “I, Too, Sing America”

5. “Theme for English B”

Assignments:

	Unit 13 Test – The Harlem Renaissance
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 14: Maya Angelou (Week 17)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· discuss Maya Angelou, one of America’s most famous modern poets

· write a reflective essay 

Modules: 

1. Maya Angelou

2. “Alone”

3. “And Still I Rise”

4. “On the Pulse of the Morning”

5. Reflective Essay - Overview

Assignments:

	Reflective Essay
	Paper/Essay
	15 points


English III B Final Exam (Week 18)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course 

· take a course exam based on material from all units in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	English III B Final Exam
	Exam
	25 points


