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United States Government B Syllabus

Course Description

United States Government B, the second of a two-semester course, covers a variety of topics in the study of the American political and administrative systems. This course contains information on the American legal system and the political culture in the United States and public opinion, Additionally, students will learn about the powers of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of the government, as well as political parties, interest groups and the electoral process.
Students enrolling in this course should have successfully completed the first semester of United States Government.

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

· understand and describe the different processes in the American legal system

· trace a path for both civil and criminal cases up to the Supreme Court of the United States

· explain the difference between negligence torts, intentional torts, and strict liability torts

· list and describe various types of courts, including small claims courts, traffic courts, probate courts, trial courts, and appellate courts

· describe the juvenile justice system

· describe the power of the judicial branch to interpret law

· describe the process through which new members are selected for the courts, the terms of office for a federal judge, and the qualifications and membership of the Supreme Court

· list and describe different aspects of public opinion

· describe the American political culture

· list and describe major political activities such as voting and running for office

· list and describe techniques of persuasion (propaganda) such as card stacking, glittering generalities, and plain folks

· describe ways to measure public opinion scientifically, contrasting these methods with nonscientific methods

· define political parties and explain how they are organized and structured in the United States

· list groups that tend to vote Democrat or Republican and analyze possible reasons

· explain the differences between political parties and interest groups

· explain how public officials are considered servants of the public under the social contract theory

· describe the gradual elimination of many early voter qualifications that limited the voting rights of many

· explain why the right to vote is a limited right, or a privilege

· describe the process of nominating presidential candidates

· define bureaucracy as it applies to the executive branch of the federal government

· explain the difference between departments and independent agencies

· list the government departments and describe their major functions

· describe the role of the Federal Reserve System

*NOTE: The suggested time frame for the completion of each unit is just an estimate. This syllabus is based on an 18-week semester. You may work on each unit at your own pace, but keep in mind that you must finish the entire course within the time specified by your school district.
Unit 1: Law (Weeks 1 through 2)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· list and describe the four sources of American law, i.e. the Constitution, statutory law, common law, and equity

· describe the American legal system, and its division into public law and private law

· describe the major divisions of public law, i.e. constitutional law, criminal law, property law, and tort law

· describe the major divisions of private law, i.e. domestic relations law, contract law, property law, and tort law

· explain the difference between felonies and misdemeanors

· explain the difference between negligence torts, intentional torts, and strict liability torts

· list and describe various types of courts, including small claims courts, traffic courts, probate courts, trial courts, and appellate courts

· explain the place of case law and precedents in the American legal system

· describe the role of the lawyer, the judge, and the jury in our legal system

· describe remedies to torts used by courts, including injunctions and the differences between compensatory and punitive damages

· define various torts, such as trespass, conversion, or fraud

· list and explain defenses against a tort claim

· explain the differences in the burden of proof in most civil cases (preponderance of the evidence) and in criminal cases (beyond reasonable doubt)

· describe the rules of evidence in a court proceeding

· define the terms principal, accessory, and accomplice, as they are used in criminal law

· define various crimes

· list and describe the major defenses against criminal charges

· describe procedures used in criminal cases, including arrest, bail, arraignment, and plea bargains

· explain the difference between real property and personal property

· describe the ways that government protects intellectual property through patent, trademark, and copyright laws

· explain the law of contracts

· explain the special laws relating to automobiles, with examples of unavoidable accidents and what not to do after a major accident

· describe the laws concerning the leasing of property

· describe domestic relations laws, such as marriage, divorce, and child custody
· describe the juvenile justice system
Modules:

1. Sources and Division of Law

2. Courts

3. Criminal Law

4. Civil Law

5. Property Law

6. Contract Law

7. Automobiles

8. Domestic Relations Law

9. School Law

10. Juvenile Law

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Law Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Unit 1 Test – Law
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 2: Judicial Branch (Weeks 3 through 4)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· define judicial review, and explain the importance of Marbury v. Madison

· describe the power of the judicial branch to interpret law

· describe the structure of the federal courts into district courts, circuit courts of appeal, and the Supreme Court

· describe types of cases over which federal courts have either original or appellate jurisdiction

· list limitations on the power of the courts

· describe the process through which new members are selected for the courts, the terms of office for a federal judge, and the qualifications and membership of the Supreme Court

· explain the significance of Thurgood Marshall and Sandra Day O’Connor

· explain the theories of interpretation used by judges

· describe the procedures used by the Supreme Court in deciding cases
Modules:

1. Judicial Review

2. Interpretation

3. Structure of the Courts

4. Jurisdiction of the Courts

5. Limitations on the Courts

6. Membership of the Court 

7. Deciding Cases

Assignments: 

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Judicial Branch Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Unit 2 Test – Judicial Branch
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 3: Public Opinion and Political Behavior (Weeks 5 through 6)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· list and describe different aspects of public opinion (how something affects someone personally, the distribution of opinion, the intensity of opinion, and the stability of opinion)

· define ideology and describe its role on public opinion

· define the terms radical, liberal, left wing, moderate, conservative, reactionary, right wing and the place of each on the political spectrum

· explain how political parties affect the political spectrum in the United States

· explain problems in using political labels

· describe the American political culture

· describe the process of political socialization through the family, the schools, peer groups, the media, and the impact of major events, such as wars and depressions

· list and describe major political activities such as voting and running for office

· list the major factors which influence how a person casts his or her vote, including political party identification, the candidates, issues, gender, and ethnic background

· list and describe groups more or less likely to vote

· list and describe techniques of persuasion (propaganda) such as card stacking, glittering generalities, and plain folks

· describe ways to measure public opinion scientifically, contrasting these methods with nonscientific methods
Modules:

1. Types of Public Opinion

2. Ideology

3. Political Parties and Ideology

4. American Political Culture

5. Political Socialization

6. Political Activities

7. Voting Patterns

8. Propaganda

9. Polling

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Public Opinion and Political Behavior Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Unit 3 Test – Public Opinion and Political Behavior
	Exam
	10 points


United States Government B Midterm Exam (Week 7)
Objectives:

Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course up to this point

· take a course exam based on material from the first three units in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	United States Government B Midterm Exam
	Exam
	18 points


Unit 4: Political Parties and Interest Groups (Weeks 8 through 10)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· define political parties and explain how they are organized and structured in the United States

· list and explain the three major political party systems (one-party, two-party, and multi-party) and give examples

· describe the ways that political parties can provide for citizens to take part effectively in the political process

· describe the history of American political parties

· describe how to compare the major political parties, using each party’s platform

· describe the types of minor parties and their roles in the political system

· list and describe the three ways of defining party membership

· list groups that tend to vote Democrat or Republican and analyze possible reasons

· describe the different types of interest groups and their roles in our political system

· explain the differences between political parties and interest groups
Modules:

1. Organization of Political Parties

2. Party Systems

3. History of Political Parties

4. Minor Parties

5. Platforms

6. Profile of Democrats and Republicans

7. Interest Groups

Assignments:

	Political Parties and Interest Groups Essay Assignment #1
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Political Parties and Interest Groups Essay Assignment #2
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Unit 4 Test – Political Parties and Interest Groups
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 5: The Electoral Process (Weeks 12 through 14)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· explain how public officials are considered servants of the public under the social contract theory

· define electorate

· describe the gradual elimination of many early voter qualifications that limited the voting rights of many

· explain why the right to vote is a limited right, or a privilege

· list and describe the major voting qualifications used now

· define voter fraud, and give examples

· list and describe the kinds of elections

· describe direct democracy elections used in many states through voter initiatives

· describe the process of nominating presidential candidates

· describe the organization of a political campaign

· explain the difference between hard money and soft money

· describe the major restrictions on campaign financing, including the McCain-Feingold law

· describe the mechanics of holding an election through paper ballots, voting machines, and recounts 
Modules:

1. Public Officials are Servants

2. Early Voter Qualifications

3. Modern Voter Qualifications

4. Types of Elections

5. Presidential Nominations

6. Political Campaigns

7. Campaign Finance

8. Voting Procedures

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Electoral Process Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Unit 5 Test – Electoral Process
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 6: Executive Branch (Weeks 15 through 17)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· define bureaucracy as it applies to the executive branch of the federal government

· describe management styles

· explain the difference between departments and independent agencies

· list the government departments and describe their major functions

· describe the civil service system’s role in hiring government workers

· list and describe major sources of government revenue

· describe the process the government uses to borrow money

· list and describe the major social programs of the U.S. government

· describe the various macroeconomic theories (Keynesian, supply-side, monetarism)
· describe the role of the Federal Reserve System
Modules:

1. Managing the Bureaucracy

2. Departments and Agencies

3. Functions of Departments

4. Civil Service System

5. Government Revenue

6. Government Spending

7. Macroeconomic Theories 

Assignments:

	Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Executive Branch Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Unit 6 Test – Executive Branch
	Exam
	10 points


United States Government B Final Exam (Week 18)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course 

· take a course exam based on material from all units in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	United States Government B Final Exam
	Exam
	25 points


Disability Statement 
If you have a disability or condition that may affect your ability to succeed in this course, please contact your teacher. It’s important that you discuss the problem with him or her so accommodations may be made to give you every opportunity to perform well. Your teacher and virtual school program coordinators are committed to helping students with disabilities succeed, and every request will be treated with respect and confidentiality.   
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