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World History B Course Syllabus
Course Description

World History B, the second course of a two-semester series, is aligned to state standards and guides students through an exploration of the growth and struggles of ancient cultures and our modern-day world. Students begin with an introduction to the Aztecs and the Incas and then focus on the reformation in Europe, European enlightenment, and the Industrial Revolution. Students will then learn about the struggle to settle the United States; the history of the Middle East, which includes the Ottoman Empire; and the conflicts of the Far East, detailing Ming and Ch’ing China, Modern China, and Modern Japan. Students will also identify the causes, major battles, technologies, and outcomes of World War I and World War II. Students will end the course by examining the Cold War and world issues as they exist today.
Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

· use maps and other geographical representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective

· describe human cultures, populations, and activities such as migration, commerce, conflict, and cooperation and their effect on life today

· describe the interactions between humans and their environment in your own words

· describe the impact of European expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia

· describe the historical sources and developments of the Renaissance and the Reformation

· identify major inventions of the Industrial Revolution and describe how they affected society

· identify events, causes, and effects leading up to World War I and World War II

· describe in your own words the Russian revolution and the formation of the Soviet Union

· describe in your own words post WWII global and contemporary issues and events

· describe regional and political conflicts, such as Korea and Vietnam

· provide reasons for the creation of the modern state of Israel and the recurring conflicts between Israel and its Arab neighbors

· explain how the Cold War affected both the United States and the Soviet Union

*NOTE: The suggested time frame for the completion of each unit is just an estimate. This syllabus is based on an 18-week semester. You may work on each unit at your own pace, but keep in mind that you must finish the entire course within the time specified by your school district.
Unit 1:Beginnings of the Modern World (Weeks 1 through 3)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· use maps and other geographical representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective

· describe in your own words human cultures, populations, and activities such as migration, commerce, conflict, and cooperation and their effect on life today

· describe the interactions between humans and their environment in your own words

· describe in your own words the scientific, political, and economic changes in Europe and North America in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries

· describe in your own words the impact of European expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia

· describe in your own words the historical sources and developments of the Renaissance

· describe in your own words the historical sources and developments of the Reformation

· describe in your own words the establishment and authority of absolute monarchies

Modules:

1. What year was that? (Dating Systems)

2. Beginnings of the Modern World

3. The Plague

4. National Unity and the New Doctrines within the Church

5. The Renaissance

6. Artists of the Renaissance

7. If Power Corrupts, does Absolute Power Corrupt Absolutely?

8. The Breakdown of European Society

9. Revolutionizing Science

10. Exploring the World

11. European Trading Empires in Asia

12. Conquering the New World

13. Latecomers to the New World

14. Slave Trade and Empires in Africa

15. Global Warfare Takes the Stage

16. The Enlightenment

17. The American Revolution

18. France and the Spirit of Revolution

19. Able was I ere I saw Elba - Napoleon

Assignments:

	Beginnings of the Modern World Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Beginnings of the Modern World Essay Assignment 
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	Beginnings of the Modern World Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 1 Test – Beginnings of the Modern World
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 2: The Modern World Gets a Little More Modern (Weeks 4 through 7)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· use maps and other geographical representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective

· describe in your own words human cultures, populations, and activities such as migration, commerce, conflict, and cooperation and their effect on life today

· describe the interactions between humans and their environment in your own words

· describe in your own words the scientific, political, and economic changes in Europe and North America in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries

· describe in your own words the impact of European expansion into the Americas, Africa, and Asia

· describe nineteenth century political developments

· describe in your own words the effects of the Industrial Revolution

Modules:

1. The Industrial Revolution – Round One

2. The Industrial Revolution – So What?

3. The Industrial Revolution – Round Two

4. Changes in Western Society

5. Reform Movements in Britain

6. Expansion Policies of Britain

7. Reform Movements in the United States

8. Latin America Independence Movements

9. Restructuring Europe

10. Italian and German Unifications

11. Russia and the Aging Ottoman Empire

12. French and Spanish Politics

13. Dividing Africa

14. Dividing India and Southeast Asia

15. Imperialism in East Asia

Assignments: 

	The Modern World Gets a Little More Modern Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	The Modern World Gets a Little More Modern Essay Assignment 
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	The Modern World Gets a Little More Modern Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 2 Test – The Modern World Gets a Little More Modern
	Exam
	10 points


World History B Midterm Exam (Week 8)
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course up to this point

· take a course exam based on material from the first two units in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	World History B Midterm Exam
	Exam
	18 points


Unit 3: The World at War (Weeks 9 through 12)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· use maps and other geographical representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective

· describe human cultures, populations, and activities such as migration, commerce, conflict, and cooperation and their effect on life today

· describe the interactions between humans and their environment in your own words

· describe in your own words major twentieth century historical events through World War II

· describe in your own words the Russian revolution and the formation of the Soviet Union

· explain the rise of nationalism and the causes and effects of WWI and WWII

Modules:

1. How the Great War Developed

2. A Different Type of War

3. The Great War

4. The Versailles Settlement

5. WWI – So What?

6. Russia’s Animal Farm

7. Postwar Democracies

8. Society and Culture

9. The Global Depression

10. The Rise of Totalitarianism

11. The Question of Palestine

12. China’s Nationalist Movements

13. Across the Pond

14. How about Appeasement? Is Appeasement Good for You?

15. The Years of the Axis

16. The Holocaust and other Terrible Events

17. Allied Victories

Assignments:

	The World at War Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	The World at War Essay Assignment 
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	The World at War Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 3 Test – The World at War
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 4: 1945 CE to the Present (Weeks 13 through 15)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· use maps and other geographical representations, tools, and technologies to acquire, process, and report information from a spatial perspective

· describe in your own words human cultures, populations, and activities such as migration, commerce, conflict, and cooperation and their effect on life today

· describe the interactions between humans and their environment in your own words

· describe in your own words post WWII global and contemporary issues and events

· describe in your own words regional and political conflicts, such as Korea and Vietnam

· describe in your own words the creation of the modern state of Israel and the recurring conflicts between Israel and its Arab neighbors

· describe in your own words the beginning and the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union

Modules:

1. Mopping Up After the World War

2. Reconstruction in the West

3. The Sovietization of the East

4. The Cold War Gets Colder

5. Societal Changes

6. India and Pakistan Independence

7. The Revolution in China

8. Japan Makes a Comeback

9. War in Korea and Southeast Asia

10. China’s Failed Democratic Movement

11. Decolonizing the Middle East

12. The Arab-Israeli Issue Continues

13. OPEC

14. Islam’s Re-emergence

15. African Independence

16. Latin America’s Economic Challenges

17. Cuba and Latin America Revolutions

18. Continuing the Cold War in Latin America

19. The Cold War Defrosts

20. Operation Desert Storm and Beyond

21. The State of Technology

22. The World Held Hostage

Assignments:

	1945 CE to the Present Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	1945 CE to the Present Essay Assignment 
	Paper/Essay
	8 points

	1945 CE to the Present Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Unit 4 Test – 1945 CE to the Present
	Exam
	10 points


World History B Final Exam (Week 16)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· review information acquired and mastered from this course 

· take a course exam based on material from all units in this course (Note: You will be able to open this exam only one time.)

Assignment:

	World History B Final Exam
	Exam
	25 points


Disability Statement 
If you have a disability or condition that may affect your ability to succeed in this course, please contact your teacher. It’s important that you discuss the problem with him or her so accommodations may be made to give you every opportunity to perform well. Your teacher and virtual school program coordinators are committed to helping students with disabilities succeed, and every request will be treated with respect and confidentiality.   
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