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World Geography B Syllabus

Course Description

In this course, you will be introduced to much of the world’s political, physical, economic, and cultural geography. With the exception of North Americas, the units break the world down into its main continents and its sub-continents. Details are given about the regions’ political, physical, economic, and cultural features.

Students enrolling in this course should have successfully completed the first semester of World Geography.
Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:

· define specific geographic terms

· apply geography skills to everyday situations and to the study of the earth

· identify and use various types of maps, graphs, and timelines to read and explain world geography concepts

· explain how internal and external forces acting upon earth affect geography

· explain how culture influences the development of society

· explain how a region's history influences culture 

· use the five themes of geography to describe Latin America, Africa, Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Australia, Oceania, and Antarctica

· identify major physical landforms, bodies of water and political states in North America

*NOTE: The suggested time frame for the completion of each unit is just an estimate. This syllabus is based on an 18-week semester. You may work on each unit at your own pace, but keep in mind that you must finish the entire course within the time specified by your school district.
Unit 1: Latin America (Weeks 1 through 2)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the physical and political regions of the Latin American continent 

· differentiate between the different Latin American landforms and climates 

· use Latin American specific words to identify regions 

· describe the ancient history of Latin America 

· understand the importance of Roman Catholicism on Latin America 

· identify the significance of the Panama Canal for the world 

· explain how deforestation is a concern for environmentalists 

Modules:

1. Review of the Five Themes of Geography

2. Location

3. Place

4. Human-Environment Interaction

5. Movement

6. Region

7. Latin America

8. Five Themes of Geography

9. Physical Geography

10. Waterways

11. Latin America Homework Assignment #1

12. Central American Landforms

13. South American Landforms

14. Climate and Vegetation

15. Population

16. Central American Countries

17. South American Countries

18. Interpreting Diagrams Assignment

19. Cultures and Lifestyles

20. History and Government

21. Latin American Countries

22. Latin America Landforms and Countries Assignment

23. Where Latin America Fits in the World

24. Latin America Homework Assignment #2

25. Optional Video: Latin America

26. Five Themes Essay Assignment

27. Latin America Unit Test

Assignments:

	Latin America Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Interpreting Diagrams Assignment
	Homework
	5 points

	Latin America Landforms and Countries Assignment
	Homework
	5 points

	Latin America Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Five Themes Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	5 points

	Contemporary Issues Response
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Latin America Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 2: Africa (Weeks 3 through 4)
Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the physical and political regions of the continent 

· differentiate between the different African landforms and climates 

· understand the importance of the Nile River 

· describe the ancient history of the region, including the Ancient Egyptians 

· understand the importance of Islam on the region 

· explain how endemic diseases is a concern for world health advisors

Modules:

1. Africa

2. Five Themes of Geography

3. Physical Geography

4. Waterways

5. African Land Forms

6. Northern African Countries

7. Southern African Countries

8. Climate and Vegetation

9. Population Pyramids

10. Population

11. Africa Homework Assignment #1

12. African Landforms and Countries Assignment

13. Cultures and Lifestyles

14. Endemic Diseases

15. History and Government

16. Economy and Resources

17. Where Africa Fits in the World

18. Africa Homework Assignment #2

19. Optional Video: World Geography: Africa

20. Five Themes Essay Assignment

21. Africa Unit Test

Assignments: 

	Africa Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	African Landforms and Countries Assignment
	Homework
	5 points

	Africa Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Five Themes Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Contemporary Issues Response
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Latin America Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 3: Europe (Weeks 5 through 6)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the physical and political regions of the European continent 

· differentiate between the different European landforms and climates 

· describe the ancient history of the European region 

· understand the importance of Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, and Eastern Orthodoxies on the European region 

· identify the importance of Europe in the world’s military history 

· explain how the differences in language are used to keep a culture connected and apart at the same time 

 Modules:

1. Europe

2. Five Themes of Geography

3. Physical Geography

4. Waterways

5. European Landforms

6. Climate and Vegetation

7. Road Maps

8. Western European Countries

9. Eastern European Countries

10. Population Distribution

11. Europe Homework Assignment #1

12. Cultures and Lifestyles

13. History and Government

14. Language Maps

15. European Landforms and Countries Assignment

16. Economy and Resources

17. Where Europe Fits in the World

18. Europe Homework Assignment #2

19. Optional Video: World Geography: Europe

20. Five Themes Essay Assignment

21. Europe Unit Test

Assignments:

	Europe Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	European Landforms and Countries Assignment
	Homework
	5 points

	Europe Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Five Themes Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Contemporary Issues Response
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Europe Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 4: Middle East (Weeks 7 through 8)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the physical and political regions of the Middle East 

· differentiate between the different Middle East landforms and climates 

· describe the ancient history of the Middle Eastern region 

· understand how three of the world’s major religions are important to the Middle East 

· identify the significance of OPEC 

· explain how the United Nations is intimately connected with the Middle East 

Modules:

1. Middle East

2. Five Themes of Geography

3. Physical Geography

4. Waterways

5. Middle Eastern Landforms

6. Climate and Vegetation

7. Religions Map

8. Middle Eastern Countries

9. Population Distribution

10. Cultures and Lifestyles

11. Middle East Homework Assignment #1

12. History and Government

13. Optional Video: Israel and Palestine: The Fight for Peace 

14. Middle Eastern Landforms and Countries Assignment

15. Economy and Resources

16. Using a Primary Document

17. Where the Middle East Fits in the World

18. Middle East Homework Assignment #2

19. Optional Video: The Middle East: Land of Contrast

20. Five Themes Essay Assignment

21. Middle East Unit Test

Assignments:

	Middle East Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Middle Eastern Landforms and Countries Assignment
	Homework
	5 points

	Middle East Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Five Themes Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Middle East Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


World Geography B Midterm Exam (Week 9)

Assignments:

	Midterm Exam
	Exam
	18 points


Unit 5: CIS and South Asia (Weeks 10 through 11)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the physical and political regions of the CIS and South Asia 

· differentiate between the different CIS and south Asian landforms and climates 

· describe the ancient history of both the CIS and South Asia 

· understand the importance of religion, including Hinduism, on the CIS and South Asia 

· identify the significance of the caste system in India 

· explain how the nuclear accident at Chernobyl was a disaster for not only the immediate area, but for other countries and the European continent 

Modules:

1. CIS and South Asia

2. Five Themes of Geography

3. Physical Geography

4. Waterways

5. Asian Landforms

6. Climate and Vegetation

7. Asian Countries

8. Time Zones

9. Population Distribution

10. CIS and South Asia Homework Assignment #1

11. Chernobyl

12. Asian Landforms and Countries Assignment

13. Cultures and Lifestyles

14. Optional Video: Mystic Lands: Varanasi: City of Light

15. History and Government

16. Economy and Resources

17. Where the CIS and South Asia Fit in the World

18. CIS and South Asia Homework Assignment #2

19. Five Themes Essay Assignment

20. CIS and South Asia Unit Test

Assignments:

	CIS and South Asia Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Asian Landforms and Countries Assignment 
	Homework
	5 points

	CIS and South Asia Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Five Themes Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	CIS and South Asia Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 6: East and Southeast Asia (Weeks 12 through 13)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the physical and political regions of East and Southeast Asia 

· differentiate between the different Eastern and Southeast Asian landforms and climates 

· describe the ancient history of East and Southeast Asia 

· understand the importance of Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto on East and Southeast Asia 

· describe how population pressures affected the way of life in China 

· explain the use of coal by East and Southeast Asia and its effect on the environment 

Modules:

1. East and Southeast Asia

2. Five Themes of Geography

3. Physical Geography

4. Waterways

5. East and Southeast Asia Landforms and States

6. Climate and Vegetation

7. Natural Disasters

8. East and Southeast Asia Homework Assignment #1

9. Population

10. Southeast Asia Countries

11. Cultures and Lifestyles

12. History and Government

13. Economy and Resources

14. East and Southeast Asia Landforms and Countries Assignment

15. Where East and Southeast Asia Fit in the World 

16. East and Southeast Asia Homework Assignment #2

17. Optional Video: World Geography: Asia and the Pacific

18. Five Themes Essay Assignment

19. East and Southeast Asia Unit Test

Assignments:

	East and Southeast Asia Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	East and Southeast Asia Landforms and Countries Assignment 
	Homework
	5 points

	East and Southeast Asia Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Five Themes Essay Assignment
	Homework
	10 points

	Contemporary Issues Response
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	East and Southeast Asia Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points


Unit 7: Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania (Weeks 14 through 15)

Objectives:
Upon completion of this unit, you will be able to:

· identify the physical and political regions of Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania 

· differentiate between the different Australian landforms and climates 

· describe the history of Australia and Oceania 

· understand the importance of isolationism on the regions of Australia and Oceania 

· identify the significance of the Antarctic Treaty on the world’s diplomacy 

· explain how the Great Barrier Reef is one of the world’s environmental treasures 

Modules:

1. Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania

2. Five Themes of Geography

3. Physical Geography

4. Waterways

5. Australian Landforms

6. Climate and Vegetation

7. Population

8. Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania Homework Assignment #1

9. Cultures and Lifestyles

10. History and Government

11. Economy and Resources

12. Australian Landforms Assignment

13. Antarctica

14. Optional Video: Man and Antarctica

15. Where Australia and Oceania Fit in the World

16. Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania Homework Assignment #2

17. Five Themes Essay Assignment

18. Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania Unit Test

Assignments:

	Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania Homework Assignment #1
	Homework
	5 points

	Australian Landforms Assignment 
	Homework
	5 points

	Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania Homework Assignment #2
	Homework
	5 points

	Contemporary Issues Response #1
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Five Themes Essay Assignment
	Paper/Essay
	10 points

	Antarctica, Australia, and Oceania Unit Test
	Exam
	10 points

	Contemporary Issues Response #2
	Paper/Essay
	10 points


World Geography B Final Exam (Week 16)

Assignments:

	Final Exam
	Exam
	25 points


Disability Statement 
If you have a disability or condition that may affect your ability to succeed in this course, please contact your teacher. It’s important that you discuss the problem with him or her so accommodations may be made to give you every opportunity to perform well. Your teacher and virtual school program coordinators are committed to helping students with disabilities succeed, and every request will be treated with respect and confidentiality.   
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